Mr. Bruce Michael Westerman
December 29, 1959 - February 6, 2018

Westerman - Bruce Michael Westerman, age 58, of Jacksonville Beach, FL passed away
on February 6, 2018 surrounded by his family. He was born December 29, 1959 in Fort
Riley, Kansas to George and Janet (Newman-Mills) Westerman. Bruce graduated from the
University of North Florida with his Bachelor of Technology, Information Technology. He
spent his career focused in the fields of technology and auditing. He has been employed
for the last seven years at Fortegra Financial, most recently as their Vice President of
Internal Audit, where he made a tremendous impact on business processes and advising.
Bruce married his soulmate, Melissa, on April 14, 2012. He was blessed during his life by
three beautiful daughters, Rachel, Kaitlyn and Morgan. His pride and love for them was
obvious to all and he was very active in their lives and their activities throughout their
childhood. He loved his family even though he was always surrounded by the “Land of
Females” until their dog Ryder came into their family in 2017. Bruce was passionate about
cycling, grilling and cooking for family and friends, and in spite of Missy’s disdain he loved
his old blue 1950 Chevy Pickup. His friends would remember him as someone who
always found time for them and as one of the most loyal friends one could ask for. Another
passion was his desire to travel and explore and was blessed to see many countries and
sites, including living in Brussels, Belgium for a year. He was also a devout Florida Gator
fan, attending and traveling to many basketball and football games. Bruce is preceded in
death by his father, George Westerman.
Bruce is survived in life by his loving family; his wife, Missy Westerman; mother, Janet
Westerman; daughters, Rachel (John) Sumner, Kaitlyn Westerman, and Morgan Mucha;
and his sisters, Debby Westerman, Teresa (Melinda) Westerman, and Diane (Bill)
Tetsworth; He is also survived by numerous nieces and nephews.
A viewing and Gator Tailgate will be held to celebrate Bruce and casually share memories
on Friday, February 9, 2018 from 6-8 p.m. at Beaches Memorial Park in Atlantic Beach,
FL. The Funeral will be held on Saturday, February 10, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s
Catholic Church in Jacksonville Beach, FL. A Life Celebration Reception will be held
immediately following the service at Flask & Cannon in Jacksonville Beach, FL. In lieu of

flowers, please make donations to the Bike MS Team Fundraising Page for Team Fortegra
to support Bruce’s passion for Bike MS. You can donate online through the following link:
http://main.nationalmssociety.org/site/TR/Bike/FLNBikeEvents?
team_id=542867&pg=team&fr_id=29971 The arrangements are under the care and
direction of V. TODD FERREIRA FUNERAL SERVICES at Beaches Memorial Park, 1500
Main Street, Atlantic Beach, FL 32233. 904-249-1166.

Events
FEB
9

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Beaches Memorial Park
1500 Main Street, Atlantic Beach, FL, US, 32233

FEB
10

Mass

11:00AM

St. Pauls Catholic Church
435 1st Ave N, Jacksonville Beach, FL, US, 32250

Comments

“

When I was going through a tough time, Bruce encouraged me to walk with my head
up high. He was a good man. God speed Bruce!
-Eddy

Eddy - February 12, 2018 at 05:18 PM

“

Bruce taught me almost everything I know about IT at PwC and Fortegra. He was
generous with his time and his knowledge, always had a smile and a sparkle in his
eyes. He was one of the kindest people I have ever known and I will miss him dearly.

Laura Bartz - February 11, 2018 at 01:13 PM

“

You are in our thoughts Missy. Our prayer for you and your family is that in time the
many precious memories of how Bruce touched so many lives and brought such joy
to your life will bring you peace. So sorry for your loss.

Jennifer Burnett - February 10, 2018 at 06:42 PM

“

I worked with Bruce likely ten years ago. He was a great guy. I was stunned to see
that he had passed.

Warren Sullivan - February 10, 2018 at 07:30 AM

“

Met Bruce a few weeks ago. When i told my husband the news, his face fell apart.
"He was such a nice guy. I mean I genuinely wanted to hang out with him again," he
said. Point being, your loss is felt heavily even by those who don't know you well. So
very sorry and thinking of you. Gwinn and Paul

Gwinn - February 09, 2018 at 09:38 PM

“

My brother was my buddy growing up. He and I rode bikes to and from the athletic
fields at Ft Rucker Al. We picked blackberries on the way home. I will miss him.

Teresa Westerman - February 09, 2018 at 01:41 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. Bruce Michael
Westerman.

February 09, 2018 at 01:26 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Mr. Bruce Michael
Westerman.

February 09, 2018 at 12:10 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. Bruce Michael
Westerman.

February 09, 2018 at 11:40 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mr. Bruce Michael Westerman.

February 09, 2018 at 11:04 AM

“

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the family of Mr. Bruce Michael Westerman.

February 09, 2018 at 06:21 AM

“

With Love, Dan & Rita Giblin purchased the Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet for the
family of Mr. Bruce Michael Westerman.

With Love, Dan & Rita Giblin - February 08, 2018 at 11:50 PM

“

If you are reading this, you probably feel the same way as I do about Bruce. He was
a special person and a true friend. I can't stop crying as a write this. I just don't want
to accept that he is gone. Rest in peace dear friend.

Jeff Bartholomew - February 08, 2018 at 08:23 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Mr. Bruce Michael Westerman.

February 08, 2018 at 02:02 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Mr. Bruce Michael Westerman.

February 08, 2018 at 02:00 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Mr. Bruce Michael
Westerman.

February 08, 2018 at 01:19 PM

“

My lasting memory of Bruce was his compassion for other people and general
selflessness. He was a guy's guy that would have beers and watch the game with
you, but on the other hand, also valued and understood the importance of family,
loyalty and friendship. When we were in Belgium on secondment together, often
times Bruce, my wife and I would go out, but on several occasions, Bruce insisted
that I go out alone with my wife, and he would watch our kids. He stressed the
importance of our having one-on-one time. My kids were ages 2 and 3 at the time,
not exactly self-sufficient, and when we came home, Bruce would either have the
kids in bed or be on the floor playing with them.
They would get so excited when "Mr. Boose" would come over.
We had so many great memories together in Jacksonville and Belgium. I miss you rest in peace my friend.

Andy Benincasa - February 08, 2018 at 12:15 PM

“

Dear Westerman family
Please except my condolences for the loss of your loved one.
Please read Isaiah 26:19.."rise joyfully you residents in the dust" we are promised by
Jesus we will see our loved ones again!
Sincerely
Donna

Donna - February 08, 2018 at 07:42 AM

